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Mr. Patrick H. Peabody, Chairman 
Santa Clara County Planning Commission 
275 North First Street 
San Jose, California 

Dear Fir. Peabody: 


, J 5? P leased to transmit herewith PROGRESS REPORT NUMBER 
tm dealing with the County's THOROUGHFARE PLAN. 

F ° r ° ver . a staff kas heen developing a Master 

Flan of Streets and Highways. From time to time we have in- 
lormed the Commission of our current progress on this plan. 

This progress report sets forth, briefly, the present 
status of the plan for the purpose of clarifying some aspects 


The careful study of 
get-her with their comments 


this report by the Commission, 
on it are earnestly solicited. 


to- 


r 


Respectfully submitted, 


Director-Secretary 
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SANTA CLARA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 




THOROUGHFARE PLAN FOR SANTA CLARA 

C 0 U N T I 

PURPOSE: The purpose of this report is fourfold. 

• br icily set forth the present status of the plan. 

. To clarify some aspects of the plan. 

. To set forth areas in which Commission policy decisions are 
urgently required. 

. J-O state other selected features of the plan which require 
policy decisions. 

Additional progress reports will be needed on special phases of the 
Plan as well as the development of the countywide Thoroughfare Plan 
which will include south Santa Clara County and the mountaneous regions, 

METHOD; 

The ihoroughiare Plan has been developed on the following premise. 

The major arterial pattern will be developed on a mile square basis, 
Access to these arterials will be controlled by land subdivision. 

In the future the growth of the County will be controlled by the 
Commission so that it will develop In units or cells. The main traffic 
arterials will go between these units. Thus all through traffic will* 
be kept out of residential neighborhoods, shopping areas and industrial 
tracts. This separation of through traffic from local traffic will 
allow local service streets to be developed on smaller rights-of-way, 

xhe ihoroughfare Plan deals only with the various types of major 
traffic arte rials. 

T1 ; e streets whose primary function is to furnish access to the 
individual properties have been considered a function of the land use 
plan. As a result the development of local service streets to residen¬ 
tial, commercial or industrial properties and the collector streets 
whicn serve as connectors between these local service streets will be 
under the control of the Subdivision Ordinance. 

^ T ? e residential street serving only the abutting owners 

neeas to be developed for speeds of 25 miles per hour or less. At 
speeds of 25 miles per hour or less only two 10 foot running lanes are 
needed. This standard will require only a $0 foot right-of-way. 


THE PLAN: 

Tno graphic analysis of the basic pattern of thoroughfares for the 
Northwesterly oection of Santa Clara County has been developed on 
four separate plates. In the first three plates the special elements 
of the plan have been individually separated from the complete thorough¬ 
fare plan shown in Plato lj. b 
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Plates 


Title 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

h. 


Freeways 

Radials and Circumforentials 
Major T horoughtare s 
Preliminary Thoroughfare Plan 


... compared Santa Clara County in its ultimate development 

with that of San Fernando Valley in Los Angeles. Both valleys arc 

qiJSw'i” 5h r? e End rfjlation to the metropolitan area. Another 

similarity will be the average number of people to the acre. 


^ os Angeles City Planning Commission has made extensive studies 
°i 5 U needs * traffic lane requirements per square mile 

oi developed Irma area and number of arterinls required. - l Sinco the 

tw ° valle I' r s are similar a comparison Santa Clara County Plan can b- 
made. • ' 


S-anta Clara County's pattern of four lanes in each direction, 
per square male, is more conservative than San Fernando Valley's six 
paries in each direction, per each square half mile area. However, it 
is ie!t tha the controlled access features and intersectional standards 
will make this proposed Thoroughfare Plan adequate to serve Santa Clara 
County when its ultimate growth is attained. 


-1-See Appendix B« 
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THE FREEWAYS: 

The freeway system will be jointly developed by Santa Clara County, 
the State of California and the federal government. 

The present State program will develop, in addition to the Bayshore 
and Route V, the following State Routes: 

Alviso - Milpitas Road, 

Alviso - Mountain View Road, 

Saratoga - Sunnyvale Road, 

Congress Springs Road, 

Skyline Boulevard, and the 
Saratoga - Los Gatos Road. 


All other elements of the Thoroughfare Plan will be developed by 
the County and Cities of Santa Clara County. 

The urbanization of the valley floor will require several high 
speed artorials, regional in character, with uninterrupted traffic flow 
of the freeway type. The Bayshore-Monterey Road and the Oakland-Santa 
Cruz (Route V.) have been now designated as freeways by the State. 

The additional routes recommended in the County plan are Junipero Serra 
Boulevard and the Stevens Greek Route, 

In order to achieve a joint development by the County and State 
of theso additional regional freeways, a joint highway district between 
two or more counties is needed. State financial aid on a matching basis 
is available to these joint highway districts. 

Certain aspects of the establishment of a freeway alignment will 
call for in-the-field engineering survey, as well as detailed property 
and land use maps. 


In order that the County obtain State funds for the landscaping 
of Regional State Highways, there is need for an adequate program of 
roadside control which will limit roadside commercial development and 
roadside advertising. 


The 
with the 


tentative freeway pattern has been developed in cooperation 
San Francisco Regional office of the State Division of Highways, 


4 




COUNTY 


MOFFt 


FIELD 


MATEO 


U^ajoj}a 


TO BIG 
BASIN 


TO SANTA 


[0 WATSONVILLE 


CLARA COUNTY PL4MNIftO COUUI31ION 


COUNTY, OAMFOKN 


II A I> I Ah S A K I) 


C I It c u 


l v i 

1 

J V.jJ.. L vil 



i 

vV 


y ' w, r , 


TO SAN ‘'FRANCISCO ' S \ 


LEGEND 

B RADIALS 

B CIRCUMFERENTIALS 


1> T O 11T II >Y E S T E 11 Ij Y SEC TI 












vrr. 


TIIE CIECD II FERENTIAL AND RADIAL ROD T E 3 

0 . Ths m °f 1 t i71 ? ortant elem ' ;; nts of the County's local Thoroughfare 

oystem are the circumferential and radial routes. 

TTh ,„ h °^^entiai routes become the bypass and cross-county arteries 
which distribute traffic around major points of congestion. 

Circumferential highways will enable a more even flow and rii* 
faJe U Systom! trs£f±C t0 bS maintainsd on tbe trance of the"thorough- 

+rnf r?! dial l y L f^ s are the direct connections between points of 
anfs^LTiLT g areaS) ^ POintS ° f de s tination. ^ (working 

. Sin ° e radi als tend to funnel traffic to points of destination 
,1 circnBferont.i.a system is needed to supplement and relieve the rilials 

f f ammr direumferentials distribute traffic to its -joints ’ 
of destination without creating congestion. 1 
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THE MAJOR THOROUGHFARE S: 

This plate has separated all highways having an ultimate right- 
of-way of 120.feet or more. All projected freeways have been shown 
as having a first stage development as parkways. 

Tne proposed parkways are shown in relation to the major thorough¬ 
fares, ° 

The basic skeleton for major thoroughfares is in a two mile grid. 
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THE p it E LI MINARY THOROUGHFARE P L A N: 

This plate shows the complete thoroughfare system. In addition 
to the elements presented on Plates 1 through 3 , Plate 1; includes all 
minor tnoroughxares. The basic skeleton of the major thoroughfares 
has been filled in by the minor thoroughfares sc that the complete 
thoroughfare plan is based upon 3 mile grid, 

A staged development of this plan is recommended. However, plan 
lines or some other means of protecting the rights-of-way should be 
placed upon all elements of the thoroughfare plan.^ 

The completion of this plan in County areas, as urbanization takes 
place, will have 25 percent- of the land in streets and highways. 

In contrast to this the original development of the City of Santa 
Clara on a 300 square foot block basis had 36 percent in residential 
streets without the provision of any major thoroughfare. In the City 
of San Jose approximately 25 percent has been used in residential 
streets without the provision of major thoroughfares. 

In both San Jose and Santa Clara the provision of major thorough¬ 
fares would run the percentage of land used for circulation to between 
30 and 40 percent. (The newer subdivisions in both cities now require 
a smaller percentage in residential streets) 


2See Appendix C» 
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